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shortage of supplies; no foreign power was prepared to waste its energies
on a cause already lost. The Lateran Council, which confirmed the result
of the German civil war by the formal deposition of Otto and recognition
of Frederick, hastened the end and brought many waverers to the winning
side. When Frederick in September 1217 again took the field in person
he found his opponent too weak to risk a battle in the open. But a decisive
action was not needed; Frederick's presence was in itself sufficient to break
down further serious resistance.

Otto himself fought on with dogged perseverance and unfailing courage,
still claiming to be Emperor, but an Emperor almost without subjects
and without land, till an over-dose of medicine prematurely ended his life
at the Harzburg on 19 May 1218. Henry complied with his brother's
request expressed in his will executed the day before he died and retained
in his possession the imperial insignia for a period of twenty weeks. He
then delivered them over to Frederick. With the submission of Henry and
of the Duke of Saxony, who alone among the leading nobility had remained
true to Otto to the last, the opposition to the Hohenstaufen was at an
end. The family estates of the Welfs passed to Otto, son of the Emperor's
younger brother William, who regained the confidence of the rival
family, was created Duke of Brunswick-Luneburg by Frederick, and was
the ancestor of the long line of Welfs, who eventually in the twelfth
generation acquired the throne of England.